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Protest Poems

for Narrator, Violin, Clarinet, Cello, and Piano
March 16—June 8, 2024 Duration: about 25 minutes
for John and Nancy Lambert

In January 2024, Eric Pritchard offered the idea of a concert at Duke University in
January 2025 to mark my 70" birthday. | thought it timely to set some protest poems for
narrator and a chamber group. At last, an opportunity to do what | do best—complain. (The
concert had to be delayed a year.) As is my habit, | then set the piece for orchestra, giving
me my third symphony.

The first poem, “Pity the Party”, is inspired by “Pity the Nation” by Laurence
Ferlinghetti, who in turn was inspired by a poem of the same name by Khalil Gibran. While
this is pointed directly at today’s Republican Party in the US, it applies just as well to neo-
fascist and authoritarian parties around the world, such as the BJP in India.

The second poem, “Father Stalin, Look at This” is a Ukranian children’s song from
about 1933. This was at the height of the Holodomor, when Stalin deliberately starved six
million people to death in the process of collectivizing farms.

The third poem, “Political Theology”, | wrote a few years ago in disgust with the
power of religion in governments through history. It is also critique of a civilization that is
based on the destruction of Nature, and which is hell-bent on catastrophic overpopulation
and extirpation of resources.

The fourth poem, “The birds don’t know about self-immolation”, was posted
anonymously on social media two days after Aaron Bushnell burned himself to death in
front of the Israeli embassy in Washington DC on February 25, 2024, to protest the war in
Gaza.

The fifth poem, “Artificial Insanity”, | wrote (with a little ironic assistance from
artificial intelligence, which | couldn’t resist) based on Alan Ginsberg’s poem “Howl!”. It is
about the threat to our mental health and culture from modern technology, especially Al.

Performance notes

Should this music be performed in places and times where the references are
unknown, obscure, or irrelevant to the audience and musicians, the texts may be changed
to be more applicable to the local situation.

Cover art; anti-fascist poster by John Heartfield, Germany early 1930’s

Bill Robinson

Publisher Parish Press, Garner NC 2" Edition June 8, 2024 (corrected to 12/21/2025)
billrobinsonmusic.com



Cello part for

electron

Protest Poems

T

I~ [
\m/ | @
CRNTES & S (It
5 H
=]
g©
S A M — > Gl N 9
2 25
£ S . |
lw ~ S “ m oy ™ IMWIV
2 F% i
= 4 =) 58
& £ |75 I N Y
=5
=~
4 — > o i L
ﬂ f - ;
S =P 1E e 2 !
&
™
D,
— T
7 B
I [l
= T
= H
A~ -
g <
.% b2 ﬁﬁw
£ u ™
P | I nd
—
| _HEE| .|
!
L1l N
S
A < B2y
ol &1 Wl
& e
w2
—
3
S
— 2
s Il
.S b R
= N g
=
S : G
2 $
&) g H
© v Ll K K »
=

Narrator

Violin

Clarinet in Bb

i
.u,
Aoww
p_mﬂ A»uunum
Wl
ul
Aoww
rm&
< [l
M
3 A.
s Il
5 .an
L YRRANI
W Mu?
o
.ua
.
pum& m
AP{}
.ma
A.: —
. rm&
R
) .ma
Ao\ s
g w“mu H
2 Y
£ W
mp
[= 9

I IR
g -Aj.‘, g
gVl e fll
i )/ (i
Al JE
 JHANI h ur
vlu# ol 3
IR o
A~ o | . o EpL AN
38 o] )
<
g [l |
3 oails s 5 s\
“3 e ﬁm V ” | N uf“\q
HE ol m N ,_ ”Hw [ |
£ = | Ul
- m .l ! | ?!H- g
- g ,, ! ™
“ m N ﬁlw : [ N _, N [
S V1A N
! [ 18 | |\
o b ﬁ
N B
| |D' ! v \
| o ! | ! |
-3 3 ! | 1N | m
: At R iy
b
2 e
H
__“ 2 ol
£ Ui,
R e ol | e
et e A.: ‘.‘J
A~ \\wnﬂ u.mw\ - P\H‘mww—_ \\-.
( e
Ui,
N
i i
2| {1 '.II. N N
/ | / _ ii
it ﬁd
1 e
- Al il Y ﬁ
2 T U S = ¢ Ui
h‘ [ e v *4\\4
5 LSy SuX ‘HI' !
— m. wil o/ Llll I ) .J~
“y m. [SEURN (=S lnlr f il / L
Lodd d rrles R
L nmmo ﬁv ha) IlLﬂ Vi kel
———————§ ~————

>

A\ I N T I O I s D B

LR e

?
o e} L (S8
g " ™ n
©
< I TR -
£
= AN LN Ml
S
© ‘| ™ H
i) FH —1- IH_
£
£ =2 Ty N
2 il T 11|
W B ik JENY
m i R\‘ -
s A
> i L]
o ™ ﬁ T | R
A
i N
Fr ¢/
(et
s hui i
o (il
( Ll
\Mlﬁ I J
o
i
o (I
oy LIl
o
A ol
T -
l
s Y
ol o
ﬁﬁ  JNERI
| R
L Tl
ol
ol ‘“W |
G
o <
o I
ol I,
( r
Ay b,
m-
ol [
Ql S NH
Ed Py
ol [ 1
o [ 18
L ||
Ol
I |
1l [ 1
M M
IRl -
hP\- -
1 [ 1
N.vlg a
W) 1
@/
N
i |
N 2

i

5
T

FEd

e

be

EEEE

T R e

—




—

L£re

/1

r———

b

S omfit
- mf

—rr

33

¥’

T
y i e

F——

a./np.m

(mp)

g

ERE |

¥ I

pizz.
i3

&

‘J i

-

P
fa

&

cresc.

cresc.

ey

Ao HgT

2
#

e ——"

=

>

rré

Jeo

[
P):Ebu

i

Pity the Party

) ]

b

o

prayers for the end of the | world.

4
4
%

P
with

—

S

3

b

thg

#

T

si - ah,
o

D
EEE!

3
4

_—

)-o

>

) M

a crim-i-nal mes

%khﬁv.

si-ah,

LL}
A
7
14
20
fH

= y
1

e B

o s
=
#

; .
s e
S——

Z

20

%

whose
Ea

)

o s 3 s st I

7

o

£ee

gee

el

cresc.

cresc. _ _
-

o

larw

-

S —

D

are con men,

FEFCEETEEES

EEEEEEEEES

) )

dem-a - gogues

whose

J

2
the par -ty
[

D

EEEECERD

fiay - — - - -

Pit - y
arco
¥ 7 s

(




<

H. .A.

g

g

(mp)

A

il o

P >

——

' ¥ ]
<

cresc. - - - - - — —.

ugﬂ‘g

H » .A.

et

J—7Pr

S

Pity the Party

dom-i-nate the me-di-a.

T I

Il

s

=

J

J

sag - es

RN

-~ N Ty
-J ly
> !l 1
s ™ &
[
3
< tvj
3
.m oL
s
AL .
3 « ol
Ol
g o
() LB
= N ull
3
o A I
e
©

B

hdl OO 3

e
L

i3

and aims to

he -ro,

4

claims the bul-ly as

4

t—

-

-

—

and ac

i~

"

i~

S heg |

N

dic -ta-tors

prais -es

)

—t
e
7
e

o

SR

b))

the par-ty

that

Pit -y

K

il

o
o

s

bet

et

e 3

s 3

f Fe

L.

o

-

g

=11 A

e

=

g

N

b. y X

iT 33

LD
of free-dom.

name

1
]

b. y X

v

o o

R

P

in the

and tor-ture

A I I P e

force

ot
' ]

b. I X

=3

)

)

bal

|
by

dom-i-nate the world

0

—t—
y B ]

“he

39

=R

. 3

R

P

39

EEE?

S




Pity the Party

A $ T O O S TS s A v s I H R RS N RN W o
Pit -y the par-ty whose Gods are Mon-ey and Guns, and sleeps the sleep of | op-i-oids.
5 m
ﬁj £ i £ —F £ S £ = £ e
2 — bf ﬁE £ £ £ = — m—— bFﬁE £
&3 T — ‘ == E —
»p
B g £ £ o £ ge £ o .
A [ I Y1 I 14 I I Y1 I 1.4 I I
b b
“ % E 8 g§ g £ o P oEE £ B§ §gg g £ E EEE £
@ — 7 7 i 7 7 7 i 7 7 i 7 7
»p
) - = e 3 ——=¢ 2 = 2 == e g o ¢ ¢ - +¢ —3
= v 2 7 vV T v 7 v T 2
50

B
| »
v
I
|
I
I

Ne

2 Ab. P e B S B B 46. e ——— 7 _ } —
+ ¢ hd hd 3 £ - 3 - £ 3 -
52 7
] N W PR N WIS o I MR S
Pit-y the par -ty that feeds on the poor and sick the
5 ; P S S PSS IS S IR 0 =S S - - 'S S-S 3 I
= = t ;
A = P [ S S S — forpe e —ol
* = = | ==
spieepfe o . e Yy e He o o | He e o 2o
sieere gt e Pty

SN

1

|

1

|

|

|

|

I

|

I

|

I

|

I

I

I

I
1
]
1
I
1
I
|
I
|
I
1
I
1

§ N

52 be

5 T 2 he E e _ e e e k § % gﬁ E & g% gg § 4

jj — = — —% A S 7 ! ! f | ! | ! ¥
TR —— b/

b

N e e s PR et Rl B EE | e & e oo oo | \ e

3 e { —r =E] s = # L - : ]
* 3 = 4 i T L:d Pl ;é E3



Pity the Party

) /] [T s )

poor and sick the and

e e f e et - e

poor

e
e
LA
[
Ly
™

2 by o J‘
X<

R

P A | £ 1 T T . be o be = %
5 7 . : e
R — = "

A e " . . be o Ef 2 e o4, ‘ \
— e —r—— —r Z: e—p——— e e = z:
%4 e —p — ¢ —* —F |~ % —r—— 5—— S *
= "3
M ) r ]
[y ) 1 T g 1 %
o [ g T >
J A P I R %
=x - = 3

&
i
i
Y
“lell
faal
[4]
"ﬁ

e | | be he | |
T — ! r #e 7 % } + 2 i o - } %
Yy —3 f = i b, 7z ¥ + = 1o 2 - 7
A ! Tt = = o % = = y ! % o = 4
% = he f f % 4 T | ! o % - + 4

n;i g E DR +# 3 t f o

4 :
A <
ty coons get what they want.
59 L
b ohe o epPipisr P e op
_6¥ 4 1 | 1 1 1 1 1 1
Z I/
N
M dim----------- oo
59\: . Y e £ E; £ i g e £ E; E] ﬁ ] f\_\A
* A= — f——r —— r ‘ T — ‘ T
N I — 3 — _ . .
4 f— 4 F = - . = — —

" - il b by ] doy J )i
Pit y the par - ty that speaks one lan - guage,

g—_ 1‘*.: — ‘. = : a——— 9%1: === B " — Bl
L D BE RS L



Pity the Party

blood

of

-ty

pu - ri

[#]

64

and de -[mands

be™ | e

r 3

o o

raY
~ ) =

64

—

of
!

v

e

g

|

64

Se

— = L

———

R ——

66

.

[

[T~ ollell e
M wlll
i e
b o N ol L
LI
b, /| WLk
[ 112 i
B .
1 I @ (| ﬁl} 3
N ., ,E., I
a o oo e A el foren
[T ,t.rk T
BN, -l
B, LI N
T -l u
Y N
[ WY L] 1,
Ty o =
EUb haiiii
w i Q] T
s » o Anu..l "/ i w?
Q| Bike
M Bl
Bibs
c W ol [} L1
® 1 ﬂ L N v
1 o HELL,
> N ‘H‘-ld
-3 (| \.P\ a 11#27 TR
\ J
o/ RIS N
£ it
ﬁ\ N ﬁ\\d‘
...nM . <l ™ Vil
f.\ T N
[
LG
N ML) e
{\ | W
%v )
. ‘ I
=T ol
Il e
-]
c
© $
! [Yim T
2 - 8 BN e &
——————— | ~————

69

E oy A
— > sl Wi
“3 3 il 12y
“— .m LEEEY [ Sa4
— 5 wull o]
| =
8wl aH
“3 2 Anl AelLH
—% > Aelll Aslll A QL
3 £ sl IXTEUIE \V”_T
wl) = Ll
hat il |”._|
& L2
At < N '.
JUE I
N I [
g
. I @
>Ln <
N
u
|d
BAJI
\ i
BRI
B
e ‘lav L
L ) it sl N ﬂ
=
E D e 2

:

3

AL

69

s

b&

STTA

STTA

STTRA




Pity the Party

72
W J /= I3 ) 73 FlIF 1) 10 i
peo - ple who al-low their rights to e [ rode and their free -doms to be washed a-way by ha - tred and

SR
e
e
e
1l
y |
)|
1Y
T
e
1l
)|
)|
o
M
.
T

“E.

%
T

Py 2 Py ;) » L- 2 Py
0 = = = 111 11 Ll = =
hdl O r 3 r ] 1] ] 1] 1 ] 1 1] ] 1]
Z PN PN 1”4 1 174 | 4 1 | 4 1”4 1 1”4
L4 T 7 L4 T L4

~

———
729 bt‘g I L s bt; g £ e s  — be s s
0 R : R — £ , — « £ : £ | K | K
g ¢ ¢ e o & | g4 T ] - - b - - -
B v ¢ i &b# F] s - v k4 Ej E} = Fl =
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ‘ AR
75
A N R SIS R N YIS PR
fear and lies and old - time re |- li - gion.
y— P h\g ‘ﬁ bF f — T : . s e Fo—r e ———
A —————= ) 4 7 2 1 =S| = 1
ﬁ' EEE—— prp
e — e
75 be b _— — T PE—
- '3 -1 o oo
e e ST o i > % i
0] L | x x

/)
e
|
Y
T[se™
)
ML
LLll

b
7

Lt
Jay

<Ny

S
ESES
t@:

Wl sy QM s
]

s
~1
oLlelll
~m"

g o |9l
LR R
~m"
olell
L ERL 1381

rp Fit, ~—— " T T T e m e e e
PN s 0 RS s I S 0 BT SN 0 R PSS Y. I A PR 2
My coun-try, tears of thee, once land of lib-er-ty.

]
-
TTTY
T,
L
|

£

e
i
[
L)
1™
[:R\
N
iy
1
e
™
il
-I?
\
il
-I?
i
'\
| b/')

cﬁﬁ .
g 3
!{4
% .
> vy
&
:
VE:W
il o
TN
LS} R
FRAA b
) vy
% (’&
Ea FSVC]
| TTT
gy iy
g\
TTRK
;.:Z




~—

—

o

[5']

~

Ukrainian children's song, 1933

. # 2\

=

68)

Col -

£E£¢ £¢
J
the barn’s all sagged

fo fo 4o u,.

e

Fa - ther Sta-lin, look at this

i s A s A e A

£ E
Sl J]

.,

E

hut’s

£

The

u
A o

——

>

w7

T b

&
Eo—"THf
he-
3

.
et E
be be"

¥

.

s o

g

fa-

e

=

Ebiﬁ' TP
FARES

| —

et £

1o

7o

(o

Holodomoderato (+.=68)

12

8  Cello for electronic music readers II. Father Stalin, Look at This

Holodomoderato

[r-.

-

.

68)

such bliss

fEE o

(a

is
#a.

12
7, 1))
I 72

Holodomoderato
- ing

farm

Narrator
Violin

Clarinet in Bb

5
lec - tive

@




the hut
and
e Fe

=
n

And on

bE e

119
death
(mf

3

-

——

e
e ™
Ll

the hut

h:li-
in
® o

P

—

fe
b
mf
mf
And

mf
nf
-

Father Stalin, Look at This
fote- ®
mp..

fo-

%18

Fo*

=

the hors-es bro - ken nags

—r
—fe&

All
£

e £

r
ham-mer and sick-le__

a

£

14
14
14
18
18

b g oo
L T

oy
4

gﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁp

FVFED

~——"

PN

o7 J-

L

~—]

ke

-

be-

ol

12
7, 9}
3 V-

ba

l
sirg

7
o

ine
e fE

fam-

o

22

22




Father Stalin, Look at This

33 0
-
L ] “u | |
L. L Al
» O ik, |l
o
_H.”. e ﬁ Hl )
.v m Il L
3 3 : 3
s i
L] L\
2 m
&
"
[
1
) q
L 0 o
=® jeus 3o =
]
B T8 T
B e e | =00
il Al L
4| ;
5
=
— 2 ‘R ol m i
» ol 7T )

i wn i s ]

Fa - ther Sta - lin, look at

T T

e

~*

; o

N

o

¥

Fa

Camr
N—

H:I-
\J*

3=¢
)
IR
Hy m
Hire m
),
S
™ ”
L
),
TN
o
M &
I
%
T I8
i
i
—erfy
ey

102

[CllERe

33

are

and Mom - my

Dad - dy

T + = +
i — 3 P
L o ——

—_—

be

g bs

e e e

Lo

7

i
T—F
—

L e A

(8

wlll] .‘
. ]
AeFi ]
il Lt
JuN
] LU
] Aﬁ.r
18 I
AES
N M
\ ] R
allle sin _ S Hp s
shi] ” . | sl
N T Y YRR T
o 1 | ' d | T ,, 3
Al 11 [ ol _, Nl iy
wlll Lo | Aﬁ m
ant (A i y | A
NI M A
' | | |
b % | _” .| ” ‘.—ll , n.{ ,”
2 U 'y ” I
i * I
T Y A1 R (L
wlll H . s B H
| S S ﬂan
M = L il
uL T £ A ¥ g TP I
£ . Nop =
111 I aa /rmJ [ 1 ﬁMJ Apb s
st o ! s
, m H ”
rw | ﬁ: ,, N | W
il | [ 11} 1110
i , ™ [ :
Al .| e | sy
| ™| i
V\w” Tﬂ : H ﬂ s
LU . ¢ e b
. 1. | '
k. ! ' M | | IRER ]
| i) !

S A 111 IO
— m iy iny e _. Af}\\ ” il
_“ = ﬁ. _F % 3 u“b .

Y8 s || & A S

clee

L7 B Y & Hwo ete

J oo || M

5 ﬁ i i

. m e ]
o

|5 r M

_U S ] |— H
]

[ | Ll

3
<o ren o S=r sl e

— 3 A o oy
L AJEJ ) /[ et nlﬂu 4
_— ~—~————

- lin, look at this

Sta

Fa - ther

all

37

S

£

£

£

£

£

£

—@g

37

be®

&

b

£

g

Te

P

i
‘

be




Father Stalin, Look at This

1

N (11 Y
— 2 Nl % \ !
[ | i |
& | !
tmlu e s I |
| | I
N N ‘ll |
i ol .
{11 A W |
4| i I
Py ‘al Jmﬁ a AmM|n 1 ﬁMﬁ
ol | (N s
| ; .
g ” | |
s\ _
il il o "
| | _d
sl A N |
- i i A
| | |
| & | ' |
Lw.rr\ ! | T3 N |
adll Al ® i 8l1%
I ” 1 |
. : |
i ' L
| | !
1 ' I
| | |
|
o |
L 11 !
. I
o !
N !
(h] "
| |
m Inl ] |
| [ HE !
! o |
, ~ m
T 2
° £ 5 14| S
—5 g N N KL o116
«alel
—mwv
{
. N
waal
C
a
e A
1
ss
)
oy
i
e
<)
“‘ﬁwu
- £ | e uv (7T
= & Il
R S

~ i ~
WS E& Eﬁ Mmmu Eﬁ Eﬁ L=l Sor el ﬁTo N=?e S=eel T"S
. d ! )
) | Au”}\\ | i q | T[T
| L 1AE | ! ! |
B boan i 18 I i ] | H 0 Ha
Al ; ” , ”
" nl/./ | NITHN B I Y o ! L
4 o . . . | K% 1 |
39 QL N O[T T | ! \ A v !
; N e ! L
Nl Rl ke =t o Secel ke i ! iv 1
1 ' 1 '
i m " n ,, e 11 ” ip ui ” ]
tvp ' | | I
—3 2 o] ! : Uy ! i [ 18
” L % A b
| i ” | A |
i . ! LIl m I ! sl s
3 £ ol | ,, ! ;
s M | ” | | (T I
' I LI A 5 o S s
_H“ © (Y] : g ) m
2 o | 1) IR s 5 W
3 | 100 i
MA 1 | 0 s & S50 =5l e
=) |||. ” |
I m ﬂ A s | 4 Iy
5§ 4 X U H b L
= 3 N | ol
" % E] (. HH
. S B jeleel | MW_QU jeis el JeLel Y s ™ H Sh oLl
i + _ | ||
! ! “— R e i
” T ° i
' 1 Pam ] L
i | x< | |
; . v i ¥ m L) ol h . |
(. | Pa -
f " “— £ e i
| HH .
: ! ™ : » J
3 x . \ 4
% £ || . — 8 [ I vl
<o Sevel = M= St ol = n
\ “— W e _ i i
| o T | f \J ol
I T /= I.r Vi
\ m PJ- £ ™ PE p BRI
: 63
' |
I
|| o !
an S
L ] I
1
I PN i
_o —
X reo o A H
o
oo Eoed o ope. S o MW W
l 1
\).‘C — -.-ll !
N !
» .‘l ..-.II. !
~ 2 ol |
3% ~ ~ N ] N
l 1 ﬂ 1
| ! o [ | L
43 | ! — | :
13 ! ! - | ﬁoﬁ-y m
i i h
m | | o
. ! ﬂ e ! f
] I . L L . nﬁmo
- gl e & 19" all 5 dlle ws n 0 bt o ﬂo
o M Aﬁ Fr Aﬁ F % ﬂp, Aﬁ T I
on - N < o~ NC o — Ol % Cl
T vﬂ nmmo Al / = ,E i N\ T ~ / =
~—— —————— | ~————

F T Y]



Father Stalin, Look at This
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III. Political Theology
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